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In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful the Bestower of Mercy, all praise belongs to 
Allah, the Lord of the Universe. May Peace and Blessing descend on the noblest of 
prophets and messengers, our Prophet Muhammad, and upon all of his believing 
household, companions and anyone who rightly follows them pending the Day of 
Recompense. As to what follows : 1 

As we know, tawhid is the foundation of Islam and the first obligation. Tawhid serves as 
the footings upon which everything in Islam is built; therefore, if the footings are not 
set correctly, then the structure of Islam cannot be erected. Tawhid is also the first 
obligation because it’s the supreme right out of Creator, and because of that, it reveals 
the purpose behinds man’s creation. 

The term tawhid serves as a synonym for the great testimony of faith La ilaha ilia Allah; 
we also know that this great testimony is predicated on a set number of conditions . 2 
Without these conditions, the statement la ilaha ilia Allah is nothing more than a 
hollow declaration. 


1 This research is by no means exhaustive in the topic, and a complete book could easily be authored on 
this issue. However, the aim here is merely to provide an introductory study to an issue in which there 
is a dearth of material on the subject within the English language. 

2 Some equate these conditions to the teeth that are cut into a key. Therefore, the shahadah is the key 
but its conditions are the teeth and without these teeth, there can be no access to Jennah. 
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The last of these conditions, is a unique condition, unique in the sense that it requires 
a negation to truly unlock this declaration. All the other conditions, however, require 
affirmation, but this last condition is achieved through a negation. Muhammad ibn 
Abdul-Wahhab al-Wasabi says in his book al-Qawl al-Mufid fi Adilati at-Tawhid when 
discussing the taghut as the eighth condition of la ilaha ilia Allah: 


J lallA. Ijj .llllj (jLajVlj .fill (jjJ (j-a j 1 - uc. I 

“Disbelief in at-tawaghit; and this includes all things that are worshipped besides Allah, 
and to have true faith in that Allah is the Lord, Creator and the only true object of 
worship.” 


Then he goes on to quote from the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger 
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) as authoritative references for this condition: 



A 4 




fv jij }Il J£=» j tlLZ 



And Verily, we have sent among Every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger 
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid the Taghut.” 


On the authority of Tariq ibn Ashim who said that he heard Allah’s Messenger say 


^glc. AlLa ^1 UJ^ O'® ka V] AJI V (JtS 

“Whoever says ‘there is nothing worshipped in truth 3 except Allah’ and disbelieves in 
everything worshipped besides Allah, his wealth and his blood become inviolable and 
His reckoning is with Allah .” 4 

Therefore, in order for our statement of Tawhid to be accepted, this eighth condition 
must be understood and achieved so that we can grab unto the most trustworthy 
handhold 5 . Allah states in His Noble Book: 


C& 3j b I JJl3 aSlLj ^ r . 




So whoever disbelieves In Taaghout and believes In Allah, then He has grasped the 
Most trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All- 

Knower. 


3 The phrase ‘in truth’ is implied in the statement of tawhid; therefore, the actual statement is ^ \ V 

^ V] (there is nothing worshipped in truth except Allah. 

4 Reported by Muslim and Ahmed. 

5 The phrase (The Most Trustworthy Handhold) means: the testimony la ilaha ilia Allah. And 

it includes both negation of all things that are worshipped besides Allah and affirmation of all types of 
worship for Allah, alone without any partner. 
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Shaykh Sulayman as-Sahman 6 makes an interesting observation with regards to the 
sequence in which Allah structures the above verse: 


(jLajVI i^lui^Ldl (jl jjjjs 

ol jC-J <jj£j J jC-Uall <■ - maj V jA j (j-ajJ 4_ji ^^C-Aa aS 4JV 

So He, the most High, makes it clear that the one who grasps firmly to the ‘Most 
Trustworthy Handhold’ is he who disbelieves in all forms of taghut. And He gave 
precedence [to the part of the subordinate clause] ‘to disbelieve in them’ over the 
part ‘to have eman in Allah’. And this is because the claimant may well maintain to 
faithfully believe in Allah without ever avoiding the taghut, and therefore his claim 
is a false one . 7 

In following the footsteps of the scholars, we will firstly familiarise ourselves with its 
linguistic properties of the term taghut by quoting several scholarly and academic 
sources. 


AT-TAGHUT IN THE ARABIC LANGUAGE 


The Arabic word jilkil is a derivative of WiL jiki According to Hans Wehr 
Dictionary, this verb expresses the following meanings in the English language: 


[j& and UL fa§d u and fagd a (fagy) 
and pagiya a ( ( _ y iL pagan, oLiU fugy&n) to 
exceed proper bounds, overstep the 
bounds, be exoesaive: to be rouirh. 


The common denominator that makes all of these words synonymous in meaning is 
the concept of exceeding a point or over stepping a boundary. This concept becomes more 
lucid when contextualised by the words of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, wherein he 
instructs Prophet Musa and his brother Harun: 



"Go, both of you, to Fir’awn. Verily, He has transgressed (all bounds in disbelief and 
disobedience and behaved as an arrogant and as a tyrant). 


6 His name is Shaykh Sulayman ibn Sahman ibn Muslih ibn Hamdan ibn Musfir ibn Muhammad ibn 
Malik ibn ‘Aamir al-Khuth’am 

7 Risalah ft bay an at-Taghut wa wujub ijtinabihi (pp. 2). 
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Imam Muhammad bin Salih al-’Uthaymin stated when asked about the definition of 
‘at-Taghut’: 

£.La]l x Ja Lai Ljj J j - ^glbtj - A]^j3 4_Laj .I 2 JI (jLiaJall j i lx. la] I jilaiui di^C-Lla]! 

AjjiuJI AjjL^JI ( _gi ^ jLi*-a]l .laJI Jc. «.La]l jl j Lai ^ la-j [ ^2 4 ^ 

“at-Taghut is derived from Tughyan [transgression] and Tughyan is surpassing the 
bounds and from it is what Allah says: 



11. Verily! When the water rose beyond its limits [Null's Flood], we carried You 
(mankind) in the floating [ship that was constructed by Nuh (Noah)]. 


Meaning: when the water overflowed its usual limit we carried you in the Jariyyah 
which means a Safinah [sailing ship].” 8 


Above, we have two verses of Allah using the same verb, but despite both of them 
denoting the concept of transgression, one is connected to something malevolent and 
the other is phenomenon. 

So now we know what the verb means, but what about the term taghut (cjjelL)? in its 
basic descriptive qualities, they both mean the same, but the term taghut is an 
intensive descriptive word. In the Arabic language, there are set forms, which denote 
kiiL* (intensifiers). These forms are grouped together under the label LLSULl 
(intensifiers). These forms fall under the broad class of the J?-li fLI (present 
participle), but the basic difference between the two is that these patterns increase 
the amount of a thing or the rate of recurrence of the action. There are five basic 
forms for the noun of intensiveness: 


(^JU3a . 1 

.2 

*r>)) Jr** 4 

( 3^5 j*^) -5 


The term taghut (cj j clL), however, is formed on a lesser-known pattern, which is ejjlii 
(originally ■— This pattern can function as both an Jc-la (active participle) and 
an (passive participle). 9 This dual function will become obvious when we dig 

deeper into its technical definition and types. 


8 Majmu’ Fatawa w a Rasa’il Shaykh Muhammad bin Saalih al-’Uthaymeen, vol.2, pp. 199-201, fatwa no. 268. 

9 Ismul Fd’ilfi al-Qur’an al-Karim (pp. 129) 
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No matter the type of taghut or whether it is active or passive, the basic property of 
the verb remains, and that is there is always an impression of excessiveness or 
extravagance. 


AT-TAGHUT ACCORDING TO SCHOLARLY TERMINOLOGY 


In order for us to achieve the imperative in the verse of Allah “...and avoid the 
Taghut” so that we can grasp unto ‘The Most Trustworthy Handhold’, we first must be 
able to discern what exactly makes up a taghut. The only way to do this is by referring 
back to our Salaf (Predecessors) who have unravelled for us its technical usage. 

The salaf and the later scholars have various definitions and classifications for the 
term cjjcikJi. we will look at some of these definitions and classifications so that we 
get a better understanding of this word. 

The Imam of Mufassireen, Ibnu Jarir at-Tabarl, in his celebrated exegeses, provides a 
detailed account of the various views of the Salaf with regard to the meaning of 
ejjc.Ua31. We will now quote some of these views to further our understanding of this 
expression. The Imam starts by saying: 

Allah, the Most High states: 

(jjJjjLJ o yAiJaJ !j Lj I ! jjj I ^ • y . jj ! I J> I 

If o* f 

Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Scripture? They believe In 
Jibt and Taghut and Say to the disbelievers that they are better guided as regards the 

Way than the believers (Muslims). 



1 


The Imam of Mufassireen, Ibn Jarir at-Tabarl in his tafslr of Surah an-Nisa’, ayah 51 
provides a detailed account of the various views of the Salaf vis-a-vis cjj&Uall. we will 
now quote some of these views to further our understanding of this expression. The 
Imam starts by saying: 

CjjC-Uall " j " Cli-LaJl " ^ (Jjjtjll (JaI ‘ ah-Cl 

“The scholars of Ta’ml (interpretation) differ with regard to the meanings of ‘al-Jibt’ 

and ‘at-Taghut.’" 
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He then goes on to mention various notables from the salaf and their views. So he 
says: 


“On the authority of ‘Ikramah who said, al-Jibt and at-Taghut are two idols.” 

flinty *^1 J " o JC.IL1I " J " :uj>' J ISj 

“Others said that al-Jibt refers to idols and at-Taghut refers to those who interpret on 

behalf of the idols.” 

The part ‘those who interpret on behalf of the idols’ was explained by Ibn ’Abbas (radi 
Allaahu ’anhu) to mean: 

.O-Ull 1^1 1 d 4 - ' ‘All 1 * . ^i\M (jjj 

“They were those who used to stand in the presence of these idols deceitfully 
speaking on behalf of them in order to misguide the people.” 


Perhaps the most telling view is the statement of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (radi Allaahu 
’anhu), who stated: 


. " o JC.IL 1 I " j 1 " " 

“Al-Jibt is sorcery and at-Taghut is the Shaytan.” 

The great student of Ibn ’Abbas, Mujahid ibn Jabr commented on the verse “They 
believe in Jibt and Taghut...” by saying: 


i _ '-n. 1 . j ^4_ill j .a^l j. ' jLau) ' i ^ ^3 (jliaiCull 4 " " j i ■ all " 4 ** ' qa. 11“ 

“Al-Jibt is sorcery and at-Taghut is the Shaytan in the image of a man who the people 
refer to for legal decisions, and he is in charge of their affairs.” 


Ibn Jarir at-Tabari provides for us his view: 


J Lai 44 JjJ ^a -1 m 3 4 aill £■ (JjLliJa 4_jb di^jC.L]all ^3 U£> ^a 

tLajj^a jl 4Lli j jl 4 1 '1 jl J^Ut-oll till j ;_jl£ LLaj)4<l 0 JuC- j*, a Ac-liaJ Lai j 4 o3jC- ^j>a] 4_La 

_Al. (j-a ka LjjlS jl 

The accurate view according to me regarding at-Taghut is that it applies to every 
type of transgression against Allah, and thus it worshipped besides Him. Either due 
to him [i.e. the taghut ] compelling those who worship him, or out of obedience from 
the one who worships him. This is whether the thing being worshipped is a person, 
a Shaytan, an idol or a statue or whatever the thing maybe . 10 

10 Tafseer Imam at-Tabari, vol.3, p.21 
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.alll (jj-i JuUe. j La (_)S jA ) ,, dj^cUa]l <> |t^ULa ^La^l 


Imam Malik ibn Anas said, “The Taghut, by definition, is anything which is 
worshipped besides Allah ”. 11 


HOW CAN THE SHAYTAN BE A TAGHUT AND EVERYTHING ELSE? 

The answer for this is provided by the Imam of Mufassireen: 


.[74 ifUiVl] U1 SlJ kM jji ajjV fjAljj) cJli ajj ( Jla US 


And this is because the Shaytan is the one who essentially propagates the worship 
of all things that are worshipped besides Allah, just as he is the propagator of every 
type of disbelief. Allah the Most states: 


See you not that we have sent the Shayatin (devils) against the disbelievers to push 

them to do evil. 

So everyone who disbelieves and everyone who worships something besides Allah, 
has done so due the adornment of the Shaytan. And therefore, everyone who 
worships something besides Allah, in effect, he is worshipping the Shaytan, just as 
Allah stated: 


Did I not ordain for you, 0 Children of Adam, that you should not Worship Shaitan 
(Satan). Verily, He is a plain enemy to you. 


11 Related by as -Suyuti in ad-Durarul-Manthur, vol.2, p.22 by way of Ibn Abi Hatim 




^11 A .aSUj ^ lx. a jA ILa j la-Ugll 
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Allah, the Most High, also stated about Ibrahim: 





"0 My father! Worship not Shaitan (Satan). Verily, Shaitan (Satan) has been a rebel 

against the Most Beneficent (Allah). 


Ibrahim said this although his father used to worship idols, as mentioned by Allah 
the Most High: 


i * 


^ ijJjji jjl* 4^0*^ jJ } (JlS 




And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father Azar: “Do you take idols as gods? 
Verily, I see you and your people in manifest error.” 

So Shaytan is the ultimate Taghut and everyone who worships an idol in the form 
of a stone, tree or human, then in reality he is worshipping the Shaytan. And 
everyone who seeks a judgement, law or constitution from other than Allah, then 
in reality he is seeking the judgement of the Shaytan. And this is the meaning of 
seeking judgement from the Taghut. 12 

Now that we have familiarised ourselves with the linguistic and the technical 
definitions of taghut , we can now see how the scholars classify and index the various 
types of taghut. 


SCHOLARS AND THEIR CLASSIFICATION OF TAGHUT 


The Mujaddid of his time, Imam Muhammad ibn ’AbdulWahhab said: 


tllCu jAj ajC- tail (jJljl to 

_ail I -4 ojljc. tco tt— U«Jl 

“The Tawaghit are many but their heads are five: (l) Iblls and (may he curse of Allah 
be upon him), ( 2 ) whoever is worshipped and he is pleased with it (3) whoever 
claims to know a part of the unseen (4) whoever calls the people to worship him, 

(5) and whoever rules by other than what Allah has revealed.” 

Shaykh Sulayman ibn Sahman says: 

12 The story that reveals the origins of shirk also provides an in depth look into how the Shaytan lead 
the people to the worship of idols that were erected as monuments of the righteous. 
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“In summary, the taghut is of three types: (l) the taghut of hukm (i.e. 
ruling/legislation), (2) the taghut of ibadah (worship) (3) and the taghut of taah and 
mutaba’ah (obedience and following).” 


HOW TO AVOID THE TAGHUT 


Like we said earlier, in order to achieve ‘The Most Trustworthy Handhold’, not only 
must we have firm faith in Allah but we also must avoid every type of taghut. We’ll 
hand over here to Shaykh Sulayman ibn Sahman to explain 

Shaykh Sulayman ibn Sahman said: 

ajc- Allllj Alill jlj ; jluiUL A j Ajjmj < _ 'tall ' Aj jlac. j A ■ j jA A <*'■>■ I 

_ ja uad LaS alia ^c.al ^ja3 , a . jSjLLoj 

“The intended meaning of ‘avoiding it [i.e. taghut ]’ is to hate it; hold enmity in the 
heart towards it; to revile and verbally denounce it; to remove it whenever possible 
and to abandon it. So whoever claims to have avoided the taghut without doing all 
of that [i.e. the above], then his word is not to be trusted.” 13 


IS EVERY TAGHUT A DISBELIEVER? 


Whenever we hear the word taghut, our minds instantly conjure up images of a 
disbeliever. As far as many are concerned, the word taghut is a strict synonym for 
‘disbeliever’. Qualifying someone as a taghut, however, does not necessitate that the 
qualified individual be a kafir. This is because the word also serves as a title for a select 
group of other notorious individuals. All of these notorious figures have one thing in 
common: they have respectively transgressed a various shariah boundaries, but it is 
not necessary the boundary of kufr and shirk. The above proposition can be 
substantiated from various viewpoints. 


POINT ONE 


Imam al-Qurtabi says as an explanation of the following verse: 


13 Risalah fi bayan at-Taghutwa wujub ijtinabihi (pp. 2). 
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^ S' * ^ 

© 4 aJl 


* * < 


I J ajli 1 I j _L_P I ^ • J I V J 4-« I (J ULu JjjJ J 


And Verily, we have sent among Every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger 
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Taghut). 


IfrJ ^ ^ ^ (jUajjuillS i alii (_JS j 

Meaning: forsake every object of worship besides Allah, like the Shaytan, 
soothsayers, idols, and anyone who calls to misguidance . 14 

Majd ad-DTn Al-FIruz AbadT said: 

La j i d u 1 j 5 J j (ji LlJ j ; ; (_£ ^ dl^UI | 

JaI j ; alll (jjJ tin 1 

The Taghut is Lat, ‘Uzza, soothsayers, devils, all leaders of misguidance, idols, 
anything worshipped besides Allah and the rebellious from the people of the 
Book . 15 


Based on the above two quotes, it can clearly be said that the word taghut is not 
always a label that describes a disbeliever. In some cases, it may well be a disbeliever, 
and in other cases, it may well be someone who has transgressed some type of 
boundary, but not the boundary of shirk and kufr. 


POINT TWO 


There are scholars from Ahl as-Sunnah who qualify a thing as being a taghut simply 
because it passively caused someone to exceed the boundaries. Imam ibn al-Qayyim 
states: 


^ ^ J /' ^ j)\ ^ -j j) J* a a.1^. 


“The Taghut is anyone whom the servants go beyond the due bounds, whether it is 
worshipped, obeyed or followed.” 


Shaykh Muhammad ibn Salih al-’Uthaymm commented on this statement: 


Aji^ $ A x i L. aj AjlAaj aJu Ic. jlc-I J dljC-Lla ^jA \ (_)ULj jl t Luialj 

j _ 4 jL JC- j <1 alii I g L -v Ali]j_La Jj Llili. dj^. 4 _j j jLL 

a * ^ A ^ 1 a & i L A a f*. ^ * i A 


And his intent behind “whoever is pleased with it” or it is said “he is a taghut” in 
consideration of his worshipper, follower or the one obeying him, because he has 
surpassed the bounds in regards to him and given him a status above his rightful 
status which Allah gave him. Thus, his worship to this one being worshipped, his 


14 Tafsir al-Qurtabi, vol. 5, p. 75. 

15 Al-Qamus al-Muhit under the content on the verb cs*-L. 
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following of the one being followed and his obedience to the one being obeyed - is 
all tughyan [transgression] due to his surpassing the bounds in that. 


POINT THREE 

The People of knowledge qualify inanimate objects that are worshipped besides Allah 
as types of taghut. Needless to say, an inanimate object cannot be labelled as a kafir. 
Shaykh al-Islam Ibnu Taymiyyah states: 


“It [ taghut ) is a generic noun which includes devils, idols, soothsayers, dirham and 
dinar and many other things.” 


POINT FOUR 


Some of the people of knowledge label a person who persistently commits sins as a 
taghut. Shaykh Muhammad ibn Salih al-‘Uthaymm stated: 


^ <jA' £ 15**4 j' 

UC-I jla \ alll La jl 5 ail! 

“The evil scholars - who call to misguidance and disbelief, or they call to innovation or 
they make permissible what Allah has made forbidden and vice versa - are Tawaghit.” 


f 

POINT FIVE 

s , 

The explicit statement of Shaykh Ibn Baz regarding the reality of a taghut. He states: 

$. < _ r ui3l tj jC-Ua CV'< J duSu | liilj dljjLa. I jli t A J ' S yr. j fy 

ojfe j t (jj^j aSs .. AjLl3 

Your limit is to be a servant obedient to Allah, if you surpass that then you have 
transgressed and become a taghut, on the basis of what you have done... he could 
thus be a disbeliever or he could be in a state lesser than that .. 16 


ARETHERULERS WHO ARE LAB ELLED AS TAGHUT AUTOMATICALLY DISBELIEVERS DUE 
TO THE LABEL TAGHUT? 


16 These five points were summarised from a paper called cjjclh jplht Ja 

dl jtUa <_Jfc (JjjUII 
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What we have here is actually a sub section of the section ‘is every taghut a 
disbeliever?’, but due to the nature of some eccentric groups and their fixation with 
the Muslim rulers, we decided to give this subsection a temporary standalone status 
to highlight a very important point. 


Before we look at the subheading in a bit more detail, let us see what the scholars say 
about the verse: 



“They wish to refer legislation to Taghut, while they were commanded to reject it; 
and Satan wishes to lead them far astray.” 

{ an-Nisaa (4): 60} 


The Lajnah ad-Da’imah li-Buhuth al-’Ilmiyyah wa’l-Ifta [Standing Committee for 
Academic Research and Rulings] in Saudi Arabia, while under the presidency of Imam 
bin Baz (rahimahullah), fatwa no. 8008 was asked about the meaning of at-Taghut in the 
verse: 

“They wish to refer legislation to Taghut, while they were commanded to reject it; 
and Satan wishes to lead them far astray.” Answer: 

The intent of at-taghut in the verse is for all who turn away from Allah’s Book and 
the Messenger’s Sunnah (sallallahu ’alayhi wassallam) to refer legislation to systems, 
man-made laws, traditions and inherited customs or tribal leaders so as to 
adjudicate among themselves with that, or with what the leader of the group or 
sorcerer views. Thus, it is clear that systems developed for legislation to emulate 
Allah’s Rule are within the meaning of at-Taghut. 17 

The Lajnah ad-Daa’imah, while also under the presidency of Imaam bin Baaz 
(rahimahullaah), stated when asked: “when can we specifically brand a person as being 
a taghut ?” Answer: 

If he calls to shirk or the worship of himself, or claims to have knowledge of the 
unseen realm, or rules by other than what Allaah has revealed intentionally or the 
likes... 18 

By “intentionally” ruling by other than what Allah has revealed this needs further 
explanation and it means “intentionally ruling by other than what Allaah has revealed 
via istihlaal, which will be explained by Imaam Bin Baaz below in further detail. Imam 
Bin Baz was also asked in his Sharh of Kashfush-Shubuhat: 


17 Fataawaa Lajnah ad-Da’imah li Buhuth al-’Ilmiyyah waTlfta’ (Riyadh, KSA: Dar ul-’Aasimah, 1411 AH, 
ed. Ahmad ’AbdurRazzaq ad-Duwaysh), vol.l, pp. 542-543. 

18 Ibid, under ‘Tawaghlt’, fatwa no. 5966. 
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“May Allaah be good to you. If [a ruler] makes it halal [to rule by other than what 
Allaah has revealed], is he considered a taghut?" 

Answer from Imaam bin Baaz: 

A disbeliever, a disbelieving taghut [as he has made istihlal ], [and] he is called a 
“taghut” even if he does not make it halal to rule by other than what Allah has 
revealed, even if he does not make istihlal. 

Imaam Bin Baaz was also asked: 


“Is the word “disbeliever” applied to the one who does not rule by Allah’s rule? As 
Allah says: 


1 pJ> aUI Jjil Uj j jij 


“Whoever does not rule by what Allah has revealed, then they are the 

disbelievers.” 

{al-Maa’idah: 44} 


Or is this word [i.e. ‘disbeliever’] applied to the one who says “Allah’s rule is 
inappropriate for this worldly life?” 

Answer from Imaam Bin Baaz: 


The terms kafir, dhalim and fasiq are all to be applied to him. However, if he views 
that Allah’s rule is inappropriate, or that it is allowed to rule by man-made laws, 
then this is major kufr. If he does not view this yet does it [i.e. rules by other than 
what Allah has revealed] due to disobedience and desire then this is kufr duna kufr, 
dhulm duna dhulm and fisq duna fisq. So the terms kufr, dhulm and fisq can be applied 
to either of these two or three cases. However, if he makes it permissible to rule by 
other than what Allah has revealed and permits it whether he says “Allah’s rule is 
better” or “Allah’s rule is the same”, or says “the rule of taghut is better” - then due 
to this he is a murtad (apostate), and his kufr is major kufr, his dhulm, major dhulm 
and his fisq, major fisq. Yet if he rules by other than what Allaah has revealed due to 
a desire in himself against the ruled, or due to a benefit for the ruled, or due to 
bribery which he has taken from the ruled, then all of this is out of minor kufr, 
minor dhulm and minor fisq. If ‘kufr’ is applied in this instance then it is applied 
with the meaning of admonishment, we ask Allah for good health. 19 


Al-’Allamah Salih al-Fawzan states when discussing the meaning of at-Taghut: 


Fifth: whoever rules by other than what Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, has 
revealed. This is because Allah says 

“Have you not seen those who claim to have believed in what was revealed to you, 
[0 Muhammad], and what was revealed before you? They wish to refer legislation 


19 From the official website of Imaam Bin Baaz here: http://www.binbaz.org.sa/mat/9086 
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to Taghut, while they were commanded to reject it; and Satan wishes to lead them 

far astray.” 

{ an-Nisaa (4): 60} 


So the one who rules by other than what Allah has revealed views that his rule by 


other than what Allah has revealed is better and more beneficial for people; or that 


what Allah has revealed is permitted, this one is considered a taghut and he is a 
disbeliever in Allaah the Mighty and Majestic . 20 

The newspaper ash-Sharq al-Awsat (no. 6156, dated 12/5/1416 AH) published an article 
wherein Imaam ‘Abdul’Azeez Bin Baaz stated: 

I came across a beneficial answer from the noble Shaykh Muhammad NasiruddTn 
al-Albanl (may Allaah grant him success), which was printed in the newspapers 
ash-Sharq al-Awsat and al-Muslimoon, wherein the noble Shaykh answered a question 
that was put to him regarding takfir due to not ruling by what Allah has revealed 
without explanation. He made it clear (may Allaah grant him success) that it is not 
permissible for anyone to make takfir of whoever does not rule by other than what 
Alaah has revealed due to the mere action without knowing if he considered it 
lawful to do that in his heart. He made use of what is found from Ibn ‘Abbaas (radi 
Allahu ‘anhuma), and others from the salaf of the ummah. There is no doubt that 
what he mentioned in his answer in the tafsir of the verse 


“Whoever does not rule by what Allaah has revealed then they are the sinful.” 

{al-Maa’idah: 47} 

is correct, and he (may Allaah grant him success) made it clear that kufr is of two 
types: major and minor, just as transgression is two, and likewise sin is major or 
minor. So whoever makes it lawful to rule by other than what Allah has revealed or 
makes it lawful to make zinaa or to legalise interest or legalises anything else from 


20 Al-’Allaamah Saalih al-Fawzaan, Ma’naa at-Taaghoot [The Meaning of Taaghoot], available in audio and 
written format from Shaykh Fawzaan’s official website: http://www.alfawzan.af.org.sa/node/l032S 

www.calltoislam.com Page 14 of 16 


it is the same as what Allaah has revealed; and that he has a choice between ruling 
by what Allaah has revealed or ruling by other than it; or that ruling by other than 



“Whoever does not rule by what Allaah has revealed, then they are the 


disbelievers.” 

{al-Maa’idah: 44} 



“Whoever does not rule by what Allaah has revealed then they are the 


transgressors.” 

{al-Maa’idah: 45} 



the prohibited acts, which are agreed upon as being impermissible, has disbelieved 
due to major kufr. Whoever does such actions however, without making them 
lawful, then his kufr is minor kufr and his transgression is minor transgression and 
likewise is his sin. 


This is what the Lajna ad-Daa’imah ( Standing Committee for Research and Legal Verdicts ) 
was upon under the presidency of Shaykh ’AbdulAziz ibn Baz. It answered the 
following question ( fatwa no. 5741): 


“Question: Is the one who does not rule by what Allaah has revealed a Muslim or a 
disbeliever who has committed major kufr?” 

Answer: Allaah said, 


pA dJdjjli dll' JjjS Uj p&xJ 


“Whoever does not rule by what Allaah has revealed, then they are the 

disbelievers.” 

{ al-Maa’idah : 44} 


And Allaah has said, 


dJJl Jjjl Uj p&Vj $ 


“Whoever does not rule by what Allaah has revealed then they are the 

transgressors.” 

{al-Maa’idah: 45} 


And Allaah has said: 




“Whoever does not rule by what Allaah has revealed then they are the sinful.” 

{ al-Maa’idah : 47} 


However, if he makes that lawful and believes that it is permissible, then it is major 
kufr, major transgression and major sin which expels one from the religion. As for 
doing it out of bribery or out of another intent whilst believing that it is prohibited 
then such a person has sinned and is considered a disbeliever who has committed 
minor kufr and minor sin which does not expel the person from the religion, as the 
people of knowledge had elucidated in their explanations of the mentioned 
verses. 21 


Imam bin Baz (rahimahullah) also said: 

Whoever rules by other than what Allah has revealed does not escape from four 
issues: 


21 The Standing Committee for Research and Legal Verdicts, its members being: Abdullaah bin Ghudayn, 
AbdurRazzaaq Afeefee (vice-president), ' Abdul' Azeez bin 'Abdullaah bin Baaz (president). Further see: 
Majmoo' al-Fataawa wa Maqaalaat Ibn Baaz (vol.3, pp.990-992) and what has been transmitted from 
Shaykh bin Baaz in the magazine al-Furqaan (nos.82 and 94). 
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1. The one who says “I rule by this (i.e. man-made laws) because they are better 
that the Divine Legislation of Islaam (i.e. Shariah )” then such a person is a 
disbeliever, who has committed major kufr. 

2. The one who says “I rule by these man-made laws as they are like the Divine 
Legislation of Islaam, and ruling by it is permitted, just as ruling by the Divine 
legislation of Islam is also permitted” such a person is a disbeliever who has 
committed major kufr. 

3. The one who says “I rule by these laws, but the Divine Legislation of Islam is 
better, but ruling by other than what Allah has revealed is permitted.” Such a 
person is a disbeliever who has committed major kufr. 

4. The one who says “I rule by these man-made laws” yet believes that it is not 
permissible to rule by other than what Allaah has revealed and says “Ruling by 
the Divine Legislation of Islaam is better and it is not permissible to rule by 
other than it” yet is weak or does this out of what his rulers have originated 
before him, such a person is a disbeliever who has committed minor kufr which 
does not expel him from the religion and the action is considered to be from the 
major sins. 22 

This section also provides a stern reminder for those groups (think al-Muhajiroun et 
al) who use the word ‘taghut’ as a battering ram to arbitrarily ram down the gates of 
the Muslim rulers. In the lexicon of these lunatics, the word taghut only has one 
meaning: kafir\ 


22 Qadeeyat ut-Takfeer Bayna Ahl us-Sunnah wa Furuq ad-Dalaal [The Issue of Takfeer Between the 
People of Sunnah and the Misguided Groups] , pp. 72- 73. 
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